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Executive Summary

Introduction/Document Intent
The Bridge District Architectural Design Guidelines (Volume IV) complement the Urban Streetscape Design Standards (Volume
Il) as a comprehensive building design reference for City staff and the private sector for construction in West Sacramento’s
Bridge District. The guidelines are intended to assist individual projects in meeting the planning and design goals of the City
for a livable, attractive, vibrant, and sustainable mixed-use riverfront district. These guidelines are not intended to discourage
individually creative approaches to meeting these stated goals.
It is common for cities to issue design guidelines for areas of public significance, whether they be largely developed or newly
emerging. The Bridge District is influenced by several characteristics, including the minimal amount of architectural context
currently visible within the District, the presence of the Tower Bridge, and the influence that the Sacramento River itself
bears on the District’s identity. The Sacramento River runs the entire length of the District and is a key asset that has been
incorporated into the guidelines on many levels.
The first structures constructed in the district will help to establish the context for the rest of the district’s development. This
document is not intended to define the style or future context of the District, but rather envisions an organic emergence of a
unique and varied style and context. However, it is important that architects design with awareness of the collective impacts
of building composition and architectural expression on the character and function of the district. These guidelines and
considerations, therefore, focus on aspects of architectural design that impact neighborhood character and functionality, not
architectural style or context.
The Bridge District has incorporated sustainable ideals as one of the primary features of the District, as evidenced by the
pursuit of a LEED for Neighborhood Development certification. Because private realm architectural design can play a key role
in creating a truly sustainable district, the architectural design guidelines have been written to ensure that buildings meet the
requirements of the LEED ND program and encourage sustainable design on a site-by-site basis. At the time of publication
of this document, the city has no ordinance requiring that buildings be built to LEED standards, and this document does not
require that buildings achieve LEED certification. Instead it offers guidance and encourages the incorporation of sustainable
design features for buildings within the district.
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Core Values and Mission Statement
In June of 2009, stakeholders and City staff came together to identify a set of “Core Values” for the development of the
Bridge District. These Core Values articulate the collective vision for the district and provide direction for the guidelines
contained within this document. Summarizing the Core Values is the Mission Statement. The Mission Statement is based on
the Core Values and characterized as the long term goal for the District. The 6 Core Values and Mission Statement created by
the stakeholder working group are as follows:
Building a BRIDGE:
Beautify—Design with a richness of detail and quality that expresses pride and permanence. Create buildings that are
attractive as well as functional.
Respect the Environment—Architecture in the Bridge District should respect the environment on a local, regional and global
level. Respecting the local and regional environment means embracing the Sacramento River and celebrating the river’s role
in the natural and human history of the area, and designing with an awareness of West Sacramento’s climate. Respecting the
global environment means designing buildings that reduce energy consumption and lessen dependence on automobiles.
Innovate and Respond—Develop innovative design responses and flexible regulations that incorporate advances in
technology and respect a shifting economic, social, and regulatory environment.
Diversify Designs—Develop guidelines that allow for a broad and progressive range of architectural design solutions that
contribute to a visually appealing streetscape and skyline. Build a unique neighborhood with character through individual
expression, while respecting the emerging community context.
Grow a Great Urban Neighborhood—New buildings should respect the urban scale and development intensity of the district.
Designs should contribute to a high quality of life and a feeling of safety, livability, and community.
Establish Connections—Architecture in the Bridge District should reemphasize the visual and physical paths that connect
people to each other, the Sacramento River, and to the District’s varied uses. Visual and physical linkage of the balance of the
district to the Riverfront is accomplished through the establishment of Riverfront view streets in Volume 2.
These Core Values are incorporated into a Mission Statement for the Bridge District:
“Build an economically viable neighborhood that is architecturally distinctive, environmentally responsible and celebrates the
proximity to the river.”
The design guidelines in this document are intended to reflect the Core Values and Mission Statement, organizing them into
a set of flexible design requirements that will ensure that buildings within the Bridge District are constructed true to the Core
Values.

City of West Sacramento
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How to Use this Document
The Architectural Design Guidelines are structured around five broad headings:
• Architectural Expression,
• Pedestrian Experience
• Public Safety, Services, and Amenities
• Vehicle Access and Parking
• Sustainable Design
These headings contain sixteen design guidelines as presented below:
1. Architectural Expression
1.1 Active Corners
1.2 Upper Floor Fenestration

Use design elements to highlight building corners and encourage pedestrian activity at corners.
Design, site, and arrange windows to provide rhythm, visual relief, and the appearance of permanence.
Connect the building to the street and surroundings through appropriately scaled and located windows.

1.3 Streetwall Height and Expression
1.4 Rooftop Integration, Lighting, and Skyline

Create building rooftops that are well integrated with overall building design. Consider their impacts on
the skyline as viewed from the street, distant points and from neighboring structures, especially if lighting
the roof form.

1.5 Exterior Lighting

Integrate lighting into the overall design of the building to illuminate facades at street level and to
highlight architectural features, while considering the impacts on the skyline and on neighbors.

2. The Pedestrian Experience
2.1 Wind, Weather, and Solar Effects

Design buildings to offer pedestrians and occupants protection from sun, rain, wind, and temperature
extremes. Orient and design buildings to avoid glare and provide interior and exterior access to daylight.

2.2 Signage

Create signs that are well integrated with the building’s architecture, enhance the district’s appearance,
and help to orient the public.

2.3 Building Entries

Site, design, and scale building entries to assist with pedestrian orientation, create inviting spaces, and
clarify building access points.

2.4 Façade Materials

Use materials that convey permanence and character. Use materials in a manner that provides visual
interest and variety.

3. Public Safety, Services, and Amenities
3.1 Private, Common, and Public Open Space

Incorporate a variety of open spaces into design schemes. Ensure that spaces are usable, accessible,
safe and comfortable.

3.2 Integrating the River

Reinforce the network of visual and physical paths laid out in the Urban Streetscape and Design
Standards that connect the river to the remainder of the district.

3.3 Personal Safety and Security

Identify and implement design strategies that enhance personal safety and security.

4. Vehicle Access and Parking
4.1 Parking Structures

Design parking structures to respect adjacent buildings, enhance the streetscape, and protect the
pedestrian where the building meets the street.

4.2 Parking Entries

Design parking entrances to reinforce the residential and pedestrian-friendly character of city blocks.

4.3 Service and Private Drive Aisles

Design service and private drive aisles to respect neighbors.

5. Sustainable Design
5.1 Sustainable Design
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Design buildings to reduce impacts on the environment and promote the long-term sustainability of the
district, region and planet.
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A statement of intent (“rationale”) explains why each guideline is important, and ties the guidelines to the “Core Values” of
the District. The rationale may be referred to by staff and applicants when reviewing a project’s compliance with a particular
guideline.
Following the rationale statement is a set of one or more guideline subtopics (“subtopics”) that refine the issues referenced
by the guidelines.
Each subtopic presents a list of design considerations (“considerations”) which are intended to provide the applicant with
possible design approaches to address the subtopics and correspondingly the guidelines. These considerations are intended
to foster a dialogue between the applicant and the reviewer and illustrate how a building’s design can comply with the
guidelines. There is no minimum number of considerations that must be incorporated.
A designer may meet any one design guideline in a manner not listed as a “consideration.” In such a case, the applicant may
propose an alternative, provided that the alternative is consistent with the rationale of that guideline. This flexible approach
is intended to encourage creative design solutions while ensuring that projects respect the intent of the guidelines and the
design review process.
Should the applicant chose to comply with the required guideline by following the outlined subtopics and considerations, the
application is “fast-tracked,” and the approval process is simplified.
Guidelines are written as a series of recommendations for architects, designers and developers to consider when designing
buildings in the Bridge District. To assist architects in addressing the collective impacts of building composition and
architectural expression on the character and function of the district the City strongly recommends pre-application meetings.
These meetings will explain the process, address the intent of the guidelines, and review potential obstacles and design
solutions early on in the process in order to avoid potentially time consuming re-designs later in the project.

A Note about Images
The photographs and renderings in this document are intended to illustrate the separate design elements and features
that are called out in the “considerations” portion of the text. They are for illustrative purposes only and are not intended to
promote a whole-building design concept, or any particular architectural style. There may be instances when some portions
of buildings pictured in the illustrations conflict with guidelines found elsewhere in the document. Keep in mind that the
buildings in these photographs may still be able to pass design review through the incorporation of other considerations, or
compliance with the intent of the guidelines.

City of West Sacramento
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Administration/Approval Process
The design guidelines serve as a basis for a dialogue between city planning staff and the project applicant about a project.
The City of West Sacramento advocates collaborative planning and design efforts. This document, therefore, serves as the
tool for communication between the developer, site designer, landscape architect, architect, and staff planner. Applicants are
encouraged to become familiar with the intent of the guidelines.
Applicants should present preliminary building elevations, renderings, site plans, photographs, or similar material at
scheduled pre-application meeting(s) (separate from the City’s Project Review Committee meeting), in order to discuss
design strategies, identify issues, and understand the project’s relationship to the surrounding area. The goal is to exchange
information, provide preliminary design recommendations, and enhance the project design as necessary, thus providing for
a cost efficient design process and more predictable and expeditious review by the City. Please refer to the appendix, which
provides the City’s Zoning Ordinance (17.69 Design Review) for information related to the design review approval process.
Pre-Application Meeting
(Recommended)
OR
Project Review Committee Meeting

Application
Submittal

Illustrate
Alternative
Means of Meeting
Guideline

Comply with
Subtopics and
Considerations

Project
Approval

Amending the Guidelines
As the context of the Bridge District emerges, periodic updates and amendments to the architectural design guidelines may
be necessary. When this occurs, the City’s Design Review Administrator has the authority to implement minor adjustments to
the Bridge District Architectural Design Guidelines. In some cases, the Design Review Administrator has the authority to grant
minor variances on an individual project as well.
Significant changes such as new or substantially modified specific Guidelines requires an amendment to the Bridge District
Architectural Design Guidelines. The City of West Sacramento City Council must approve amendments to the Bridge District
Architectural Design Guidelines.

10 City of West Sacramento
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1. Architectural Expression
Architecture is the physical language of city-and community building.
The guidelines contained in this chapter refer to the many varied
visual surface characteristics and appearances of buildings.

City of West Sacramento 13
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1.1 Active Corners
Where practicable, encourage pedestrian activity and interaction at active corners
and intersections through land use placement and design.
Rationale
Intersections create unique spaces of concentrated activity where pedestrians,
cyclists, and motorists come together. Architecturally reinforcing building corners
can help to capitalize on this concentrated activity by distinguishing each city
block, assisting in way-finding, and increasing business patronage.
Considerations:
a. Locate stairs, elevators, and other upper floor building access points toward the
middle of the block, reserving corners for retail or dining where practicable.
b. Set the street-level corner of the building back from the property line to create
spaces for active outdoor uses such as café seating, sidewalk vending, or the
provision of public art or water features.
c. Signal the importance of corners through variation in building height, change in
facade plane, increased glazing, distinctive signage, or other unique treatments
of the building corner.
d. Locate amenities such as public art or distributed recreational elements at
active corners.

Setting the corner of the
building back (such as by
chamfering the corner) can
help create space for outdoor
dining and other features such
as public art or fountains, as
well as call attention to the
building entry.

!
Left: Architecturally
acknowledging important
corners would help to
create a more engaging
sidewalk experience.

Right: Provide a change
in window scale on upper
floors to reveal a change in
building use.
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1.2 Upper Floor Fenestration: Scale, Depth, and Pattern
Design, site, and arrange windows to provide rhythm, visual relief, and the appearance of permanence. Connect the building
to the street and surroundings through appropriately scaled and located windows.
Rationale
The pattern and placement of windows within a building façade is often one of the most dominant design features of
contemporary buildings. Appropriate fenestration design can add visual interest to building facades, contribute to an
appearance of sturdiness and permanence, and can connect building users with the rest of the district.
1.2.1 Window Scale
Scale windows to the volume of space and type of use occurring inside the space.
Considerations:
a. Reveal the volume of high-ceilinged and heavily trafficked lobby or retail spaces
with increased fenestration.
b. On mixed-use buildings, provide a change in window scale on upper building
floors to indicate a change in building use.

Scale windows to the volume of space and
type of use occurring inside the space. On
mixed-use buildings, provide a change in
window scale on upper building floors to
indicate a change in building use.

City of West Sacramento 15
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1.2.2 Window Depth and Projection
Use window depth and projection within the building façade as a means of
providing visual interest and communicating durability.
Considerations:
a. When placing windows within a solid wall mass, avoid the appearance of
building flimsiness that results from the placement of windows on the same
plane as the wall surface by recessing windows to a depth adequate to reveal
the thickness of the wall mass.
b. Use projecting window designs, such as bay windows, to further modulate the
building façade and reinforce the residential identity of primarily residential
portions of the district such as the Tower Edge Neighborhood.
c. Project or recess glass curtain wall systems to create shadow effects.

!

Avoid placing windows on the same
plane as the building wall.
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Inset windows into the building wall to reveal
building thickness, giving a sense of structure
and permanence.

Bridge District Architectural Guidelines

Use projecting bay windows to modulate
the building facade.
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1.2.3 Varied Fenestration
Create layered and rhythmic fenestration patterns to break up monotonous
facades.
Considerations:
a. Group windows to establish rhythms across the façade and to delineate
hierarchies at important places on the façade.
b. When using curtain wall systems for an entire wall-plane of a building:
a. Visually modulate the curtain wall by using projecting mullions or structural
members, and/or,
b. Reveal concrete floor divisions, and/or,
c. Provide visual relief through alternation between glazing and other façade
materials.
d. Allow curtain wall to project and reveal building form and structure.

Group windows to establish
rhythms across the facade
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Visually modulate curtain walls with horizontal and/or vertical elements.

Provide visual
relief by alternating
between curtain wall
glazing and other
facade materials.

City of West Sacramento 19

Bridge District Architectural Guidelines

1.3 Streetwall Height and Expression
Build street-fronting building walls to a minimum height of two stories along the street-fronting portion of the building to help
create a sense of enclosure to the public realm and a pleasing pedestrian environment.
Rationale
Multi-story building streetwalls define the shape of the public realm and create a sense of urban enclosure, slowing traffic
and creating outdoor rooms that house outdoor pedestrian activity and interaction. Single-story streetwalls fragment that
sense of urban enclosure, instead creating a street-level experience reminiscent of many auto-oriented neighborhoods.
1.3.1 Minimum Streetwall Height
Build street-fronting building walls to a minimum height of two stories along the
street-fronting portion of the building.
Considerations:
a. While buildings are permitted to provide only one story of usable space along
the ground floor, buildings should appear to be comprised of a minimum of two
stories from the street.
b. Buildings may exceed the two-story minimum height, but should consider
articulating the street-facing façade to help create a more human scale for
streetwalls of three or more stories.

While buildings are permitted to provide
only one story of usable space along the
ground floor, buildings should appear
to be comprised of a minimum of two
stories from the street.
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1.4 Rooftop Integration, Lighting and Impact on Skyline
Create building rooftops that are well integrated with overall building design. Consider their impacts on the skyline as viewed
from the street, distant points and from neighboring structures, especially if lighting the roof form.
Rationale
Rooflines and roof forms define the skyline of the city, and collectively create the silhouette that is the face of the city as
visitors approach from a distance.
Roof design is often the most memorable and recognizable part of a building as viewed from the street, and as such can help
to orient pedestrians and drivers.
1.4.1 Rooftop Design
Integrate rooftops and associated mechanical equipment into the overall building
design.
Considerations:
a. Whenever possible, mechanical penthouse design is permitted but not required
in the overall building concept to effectively screen equipment.
b. When not included in the building design concept, screen all rooftop
mechanical and building equipment (excluding solar panels and wind
generators) with architectural elements and/or landscaping elements so that it
is not visible from the street below.
c. Consider using added parapet height to create a well for mechanical
equipment.

Providing a mechanical
penthouse can be an
effective way to screen
mechanical equipment.
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Provide screening
elements for rooftop
equipment.

Parapets can be used to
hide rooftop mechanical
equipment.
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1.4.2 Rooflines and Cornices
Rooflines should be an expression of the building’s architecture.
Considerations:
a. Where appropriate, extend vertical façade articulations to the roofline to create
a distinctive silhouette when viewed from below.
b. Include specific rooftop elements such as a projecting cornices, distinctive
gables, or decorative parapets.
c. Where flat roofs are provided, provide visual interest by breaking up the
building’s rectangular mass through other means (such as through vertical
facade articulation).
Extend vertical facade articulations to
the roofline to create a distinctive roofline
silhouette.
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Projecting cornices can provide visual interest
on flat roofed buildings.

Include distinctive rooftop elements along the
roofline, including (clockwise from top left)
projecting or decorative cornices, decorative
parapets, gables, and other distinctive roof
elements.
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1.4.3 Rooftop Lighting
Where design merits, use lighting scaled to the project to illuminate the tops of tall
buildings to accentuate the roof form.
Considerations:
a. Avoid contributing to light pollution from light overspill into the night sky.
b. Avoid distracting or rapidly flashing lighting on rooftops.
c. Landmark or iconic rooftop lighting design should be used only in certain
instances where it will positively contribute to the identity and character of the
district.

Where design merits, use
lighting scaled to the project
to illuminate the tops of tall
buildings to accentuate the roof
form
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1.5 Exterior Lighting
Integrate lighting into the overall design of the building to illuminate facades at street level and to highlight architectural
features, while considering the impacts on the skyline and on neighbors.
Rationale
Appropriately lit building exteriors contribute to resident and pedestrian safety in the district, while adding aesthetic value by
showcasing architectural forms. Effective lighting strategies encourage an active nighttime experience that may extend the
operating hours of the district. Poor lighting strategies can result in light pollution, and create distracting or unsafe conditions.
1.5.1 Avoid light spillage
Avoid glare and overspill onto adjacent properties and the night sky.
Considerations:
a. Direct lighting onto the building surface from above, using internal reflector caps
or shields that provide an efficient and focused distribution of light.
b. Avoid using lighting that emits light at an angle of greater than 90 degrees from
vertical.
Using downcast building lighting fixtures
such as the gooseneck lights at left and the
“capped” and downcast sconces below helps
to prevent unnecessary light spillage
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1.5.2 Light Architectural Features
Light the appropriate architectural features with lighting intensities scaled to the
component being illuminated.
Considerations:
a. Direct sign lighting directly onto signs to avoid overspill.
b. Highlight building entries to contribute to public safety and orientation.
c. Provide lighting to showcase unique architectural forms at night.
d. Provide tasteful internally illuminated signs.
Direct sign lighting directly onto
signs to avoid light overspill.

Provide adequate lighting at
building entries (such as the sconce
fixtures at left) to highlight the
building entrance and to provide for
public safety.
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1.5.3 Appropriate Illumination
Use levels of illumination appropriate to the type of activity that occurs on the
street or district (as directed by the Universal Building Code).
Considerations:
a. Streets with retail or entertainment uses should be relatively well lit to ensure
pedestrian safety and encourage nighttime patronage.
b. Use low lighting densities for streets with primarily residential or office uses.

Streets with retail or entertainment
uses should be well lit to ensure
pedestrian safety and encourage
nighttime patronage.
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1.5.4 Lighting for Safety
Design street level lighting to ensure pedestrian safety and create a pleasant
pedestrian experience.
Considerations:
a. Integrate security lighting into the overall lighting system so that it is
indistinguishable from it.
b. Illuminate alleyways including service areas for pedestrian and vehicle safety.
c. Use storefront lighting that spills onto the sidewalk through ground floor
windows.
d. Use bulbs and fixtures with a full light spectrum similar to natural daylight to
render color and promote safety.
e. Provide separate power switches for lighting of active ground floor uses, in order
to retain the flexibility to light these spaces after hours to address safety or
context issues that may arise.
Illuminate alleyways including
service areas, for pedestrian and
vehicular safety.

Use storefront lighting
that spills onto the
sidewalk through
ground floor windows.
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2. The Pedestrian Experience
Although many aspects of urban design impact the pedestrian
experience, the guidelines contained within this chapter address the
elements of design that most directly affect the visual and physical
experience at the street level.
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2.1 Wind, Weather, and Solar Effects
Design buildings to offer pedestrians and occupants protection from sun, rain, wind, and temperature extremes. Orient and
design buildings to avoid glare and provide interior and exterior access to daylight.
Rationale
Incorporating design considerations to mitigate the impacts of weather and climate effects can enhance the comfort of both
pedestrians and building occupants, and can lower building energy consumption.
2.1.1 Shaded Building Surfaces and Protected Sidewalks
Provide protection from sun and rain at the sidewalk level of buildings. Where
feasible, shade the building surface at upper building elevations.
Considerations:
a. Consider where practicable exterior window shades or integrated facade
shading devices to reduce glare and cool the building surface. These shading
systems are permitted and should be appropriate to the orientation of the
façade to which they are attached.
b. Although not required on all building types, designers are encouraged to
provide awnings and canopies for weather protection for exterior open space
and sidewalks.
c. Avoid vinyl or shiny fabrics that weather poorly and instead use durable
materials or canvas for awnings and canopies.
d. Provide awnings or other weather protection at building entries.
e. Use materials that are resistant to sun bleaching.

Canopies and awnings can
provide much needed weather
protection along sidewalks,
open spaces, and at building
entries.

32 City of West Sacramento

Bridge District Architectural Guidelines

1

2

Horizontal shades work
best on the south side of
the building where they can
block direct solar loading
of the glazing. A 1:2 ratio is
preferable.

Vertical shades work best
on the east or west side of
the building and help block
unwanted morning or late
afternoon sun.
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2.1.3 Shade Providing Plants
Provide structures and integrate plantable space to support the growth of shadeproviding plants on or near buildings.
Considerations:
a. Construct arbors and other support structures that will accommodate vines to
shade public open spaces.
b. Construct trellises on building facades to support vine growth to shade the
building surface.
c. Incorporate deciduous trees and vines to take advantage of the sun protection
that they offer in the summer and increased light penetration in the winter.

Arbors and trellises designed to
support vines can help to shade
public open spaces and building
surfaces.

Deciduous trees and vines can help to
provide shade in hot summer months,
and allow sun to penetrate buildings,
sidewalks, and open spaces during cold
winter months.
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2.2 Signage
Create signs that are well integrated with the building’s architecture, enhance the district’s appearance, and help to orient the
public.
Rationale
Effective use of signage can contribute to a strong building identity, and collectively enhance the district’s identity and
character. Creative, well integrated signs can add interest and energy to the pedestrian environment, while helping to orient
visitors and distinguish neighborhoods and uses within the district.
2.2.1 Attractive Signage
Orient drivers and pedestrians through attractive signage that contributes to a
high-quality pedestrian environment.
Considerations:
a. Provide signs at two different scales: smaller scale signs oriented toward
pedestrians on the sidewalk and larger scale signs oriented toward drivers on
the street.
b. Use signs that signify the use within the building through shape, color or design.
c. Avoid hard to read or intricate type faces.
d. When providing multiple pieces of information on a sign, clearly convey the
hierarchy of that information.
Signs conveying
multiple pieces of
information on a sign
should clearly convey
the hierarchy of that
information.

Signage oriented to pedestrians
includes (clockwise from top left)
small scale awning signs, small
wall signs, window signs, and
pedestrian-oriented wall signs.
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Signage oriented to
automobiles include (from
top row to bottom row) large
projecting signs, large scale
building wall signs (located
within a signage band), and
large awning signs
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2.2.2 Integrated Signage
Integrate signs within the overall design of buildings.
Considerations:
a. Provide a signage band above the first floor to accommodate horizontal retail
tenant signage.
b. Use architectural finish quality materials, and materials that derive from or
compliment the building façade.
c. Coordinate building signage with individual tenant signage in a comprehensive
system.
d. Create signs that respect architectural features by designing signs to highlight,
not conceal, those features and by scaling the signs to the rhythm and patterns
of the building’s façade and windows.
e. Ensure that signs are proportioned so as not to dominate the façade.
f. When possible, select, design, and locate signage during the building design
phase, not as an afterthought.

Provide a signage band above
the first floor to accommodate
wall signs.

Coordinate building signage with
individual tenant signage in a
comprehensive system.
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!

Avoid overly proportioned signs which
visually dominate the facade.

Scale auto-oriented signs to the
building, respecting the pattern of
architectural bays.

!

Above: Avoid locating signage as an
afterthought.
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Thoughtfully locate signage in a manner
that complements the building’s
architectural patterns.
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2.2.3 District-Appropriate Signage
Create signs that enhance the overall character and appearance of the district.
Considerations:
a. Use signs with dimensionality such as raised lettering or sculptural signage.
b. Use weather proof and fade resistant materials.
c. For multiple storefront tenants, signs should be of the same size and source of
illumination. The tenants may be distinguished by color, font and design.
d. Avoid duplicative signage of similar size and orientation, for example signs
should be on awnings or on the building signage band, but not on both.
e. Use creative or artistic signage to inform clients and customers, while adding to
the overall visual appeal of the building.

Building signage for multiple tenants
should be visually cohesive and
coordinated into a building signage
band.

!

Avoid duplicative signage of
similar size and orientation,
for example sighs should be
on awnings or on the building
signage band, but not on
both.
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Creative, artistic
signage is encouraged
as a means of giving
identity to a building
and the District as a
whole.

“Signature signage”
may be used
occasionally to provide
character and identity
to the district.
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2.3 Reinforce Building Entries
Site, design, and scale building entries to assist with pedestrian orientation, create inviting spaces, and clarify building access
points.
Rationale
Building entrances are most effective in connecting public spaces with building uses when they are inviting, easily identified,
conducive to occupant, resident or pedestrian interaction, and scaled to the type and amount of building use.
2.3.1 Identifiable Building Entries
Create building entries that are easily identified and help to orient drivers and
pedestrians.
Considerations:
a. Make entryways a feature on the building’s street frontage.
b. Highlight entryways by using decorative lighting, projecting canopies or awnings
(using high quality, durable materials), and/or special paving.
c. Project or recess the entry bay.
d. Use a change in building materials, style or wall-plane to emphasize the
entryway.
e. Use distinctive doorways appropriate for the type of use contained within.
Far Left: Special tile paving
may be used to visually
enhance the entry.
Near Left: Distinctive
doorways help to visually
distinguish building entries

Far Left: Canvas
awnings at the
building entry
provide a high quality
backdrop for awning
signage and flex with
air movement.

!
Near Left: Vinyl
awnings can fade and
look worn with time.

City of West Sacramento 41

Bridge District Architectural Guidelines

Recessing the
doorway provides
weather protection
for pedestrians and
highlights the building
entry

Changes in building
materials and
wall plane help to
emphasize the entry

Use distinctive doorways
appropriate for the type of
use contained within
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2.3.2 Inviting Building Entries
Create building entries that are approachable, inviting, encourage occupant
interaction, help ensure pedestrian and occupant safety, and connect the building
to the street.
Considerations:
a. Provide distinctive landscaping, seating water features or public art near the
building entry.
b. Create lobbies with additional height, and provide glazing to reveal the large
lobby volume to the street.
c. In mixed-use buildings consider siting the entry to the core and upper stories of
buildings in the middle of the block, preserving building corners for retail.
d. Avoid the creation of isolated areas and concealing recesses while designing
entryways.
e. Maintain lines of sight into and out of the entry space.
f. Provide adequate lighting around entryways.
g. Offer weather protection around entryways.

Reserve corners for ground
floor retail in mixed-use
buildings
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Provide distinctive
landscaping, seating,
water features, and/
or public art at building
entries

Keep building entries
highly visible for
pedestrian safety by
maintaining visibility
into and out of the entry
space and providing
adequate building
lighting around entryways
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2.4 Façade Materials
Use materials that convey permanence and character. Use materials in a manner that provides visual interest and variety.
Rationale
The use of high quality exterior materials conveys to visitors and residents that the building is built to last. The appropriate
arrangement and variation of materials helps to activate the street through the creation of visually engaging surfaces and
textures.
2.4.1 Facade Interest
Provide visual relief by avoiding monotonous facades and by varying material
composition.
Considerations:
a. Use materials with inherent scale, or with tonal or textural variation to provide
relief on long, uninterrupted facades, especially near the street level of the
building. Window depth and projection (Section 1.2.2) can provide such relief.
b. Avoid the use of mirrored or dark colored glass, especially at street level.
c. Consider incorporating more than one color or material into designs. Consider
using intense colors thoughtfully.
d. Use building form to create facade interest.

Providing a change in material and/or
color where there is a corresponding
change in plane can help to provide
visual interest.

In the building above, color and
material changes above the first
floor, and is visually separated by a
horizontal, projecting element.
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Incorporating multiple colors/materials in
the design helps to provide visual interest.
Within these examples, changes in color
and/or material are accompanied by
changes in wall plane.

Consider wrapping
building corners
with one material
before transitioning
to another to
help give a sense
of architectural
permanence.
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2.4.2 Building Material Permanence
Use materials that communicate a sense of permanence and durability, especially
near the ground floors of buildings.
Considerations:
a. Avoid the use of non-durable materials such as vinyl and stucco as a dominant
building material, especially on the ground floor. Instead choose weather and
fade resistant materials that age well.
b. Use natural materials such as stone, terra cotta, tile, brick, transparent glass,
metal and baked enamel finishes.
c. Avoid materials that simulate a natural material, such as simulated wood,
concrete stamped to look like stone or brick, or metallic coatings designed to
look like actual metal.

Brick and metal

Stone and stucco

Tile

City of West Sacramento 47

Bridge District Architectural Guidelines

Stone

Stone

Brick, fiber cement boards, and stucco

Brick and stucco

Brick and concrete

Brick

Wood
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3. Public Amenities and Public Safety
A connection with the outdoors is of value because it brings
sunshine, breezes, clouds, rain, shadow patterns, water and
vegetation into urban places, adding complexity and interest to the
static built environment. This section describes how architecture can
strengthen that connection, and how the design of exterior spaces
can maximize public safety.
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3.1 Public Open Space
Integrate public open spaces into design schemes. Preserve spaces that are usable, accessible, safe and comfortable.
Rationale
Provision of public open space can mitigate some of the impacts of intensive urban development. Usable open space can
contribute to a high quality of life by allowing residents, visitors, and those employed in the district areas to gather, rest, dine,
or recreate, and can add value by making the district a more attractive place to visit, work, or live.
3.1.1 Open Space Siting and Development
When a site is adjacent to public open space, site and develop buildings in a way
that provides access to the natural environment.
Considerations:
a. Evaluate material choices and building orientation to minimize glare, shading,
and wind penetration into public open spaces.
b. Provide safe and convenient access to nearby public open space.

Shading may take the form
of shade trees (left) and/or
umbrellas (right).
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3.1.2 Small Public Spaces
Design small public spaces with a particular purpose. Section 5.3 of the
Bridge District Specific Plan describes distributed neighborhood recreational
elements - small public amenities designed (in combination with the three district
neighborhood parks) to meet district recreational needs.
Considerations:
a. Clearly design public spaces for active and/or passive uses. Provide seating for
passive users, benches, planters and movable tables and chairs. Alternately
provide performance and recreation areas for active uses.
b. Involve community members in determining the most appropriate use for a
small public space.

Open space may be designed for
active or passive needs, or both.
The space below left provides open
grass area for active users, and
shaded seating for passive users.
The open space below right primarily
accommodates active uses. Open
space design should be tailored to the
desired function of the space.

Public open spaces
should provide seating,
which may take many
forms (moveable tables
and chairs, steps,
benches and planters
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3.1.3 Defensible Space Design
Where possible, design public open spaces to increase visibility and access to the
building and to ensure the safety of those using the space.
Considerations:
a. Limit the number of barriers between the sidewalk and public open space.
b. Maintain a line of sight into and out of the public open space, avoiding tall
hedges, walls, or low plantings.
c. Maximize building transparency avoid blank walls adjacent to open space.
d. Provide visual access into public space from adjacent buildings, sidewalks, and
streets.

!

Avoid blank walls
adjacent to public
open spaces.

Maximize building
transparency adjacent
to courtyards and
open spaces for
safety
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3.1.4 Semi-Private Open Space
Provide open space for residents of housing developments.
Considerations:
a. When practicable and appropriate, provide open space in the form of balconies,
courtyards, gardens, sport and game facilities, or rooftop terraces to residents.
b. Ensure that open space is of adequate size and dimension to be usable and
accessible to building residents or occupants.

Clockwise from top left:
Courtyards, rooftop
gardens, balconies, and
gardens may all be used to
provide private open space
for residents
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3.1.5 Usable Roofs
If practicable and appropriate, create roofs that provide usable outdoor space for
private or communal patios, decks and gardens. Usable roofs are permitted but
not required.
Considerations:
a. Use stepbacks and compose building masses to create usable outdoor spaces
at various heights.
b. Cluster mechanical equipment to leave room for the development of usable
rooftop space.
c. Design stair and elevator systems to provide building users convenient access
to rooftop areas.

Use building stepbacks and cluster mechanical
equipment to create opportunities for rooftop
open space.
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3.2 Integrating the River
Reinforce the network of visual and physical paths laid out in the Urban Streetscape and Design Standards that connect the
river to the remainder of the district.
Rationale
The Bridge District’s identity is closely tied to the Sacramento River, due to its physical presence in the district, and
the recreational opportunity it provides. The Bridge District street grid provides physical connections from all District
neighborhoods to the river.
3.2.1 River Orientation
Design and orient buildings to provide views of the river.
Considerations:
a. Respect the view corridors established in Vol. 2 of the specific plan by limiting
upper-floor encroachments of balconies or signage.
b. Orient architectural and landscape elements, such as lobbies, windows, entries,
balconies, rooftop terraces, and common outdoor areas to the Sacramento
River and greenway.

Where possible, orient
lobbies, windows, building
entries, balconies, rooftop
terraces, and common
outdoor areas to the
Sacramento River and the
Riverfront Promenade.
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3.2.2 Guideline: River Connection
Connect the built environment to the riverfront through the use of design elements
that recall the river.
Considerations:
a. Consider including water features in landscape and building design.
b. Use plant species native or adapted to riparian areas that would have been
present here before the District was developed.

Thoughtful use of landscaping,
particularly using landscape materials
reminiscent of riparian areas is one
way to evoke the presence of the
river and its importance to the Bridge
District.
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Incorporating water features into the
site design is an excellent way to pay
homage to the influence of the river
within the district.
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3.2.3 River Access
Reinforce the pedestrian street and sidewalk network that provides access to the
riverfront.
Considerations:
a. Integrate on-site pathways that connect to the public network or pathways.
b. While the Urban Streetscape and Design Standards require that the main
building entry must be sited on the highest order street, consider orienting
secondary doors and entrances toward pathways that lead to the riverfront.

Integrating on-site pathways that
connect to the public street network
and/or the Riverfront Promenade
creates more opportunities for
secondary building frontages oriented
toward pathways.

58 City of West Sacramento

Bridge District Architectural Guidelines

3.3 Personal Safety and Security
Identify and implement design strategies that enhance personal safety and security.
Rationale
It is important to consider design elements that reinforce feelings of security of the residents, workers, shoppers and visitors
who enter urban environments. Project design should be reviewed for its contribution to enhancing the real and perceived
feeling of personal safety and security within the district.
3.3.1 Design for Public Safety
Increase the perception that people can be seen in the public and semi-public
realm. Design the placement of physical features, activities and people in such a
way as to maximize visibility and foster positive social interaction among legitimate
users of private and public space.
Considerations:
a. Provide adequate lighting at building entrances, parking lots, open spaces, and
the rear entrances to buildings.
b. Use semi-transparent security screening, rather than opaque walls, where
appropriate.
c. Avoid blank and windowless walls that have the potential to attract graffiti and
make it difficult for residents or workers to observe the street.
d. Use low growing shrubs of less than 3 feet of height as a means of softening
edges while maintaining line of sight.
e. Design parking areas to allow natural surveillance from the public realm by
maintaining clear lines of sight for those who park.
f. Encourage “eyes on the street” through placement of windows, balconies and
street-level uses to ensure that public sidewalks, alleys, and open spaces are
adequately monitored.
Provide adequate lighting at
building entrances (left), at
the rear of buildings (right)
and in public open spaces and
parking lots.
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Use
semitransparent
screening rather
than opaque walls
where appropriate.

!

Avoid blank, windowless walls
as they create vulnerable,
unwatched spaces

Provide appropriate
ground floor and
upper floor windows
in order to ensure
that there are
sufficient “eyes on
the street.”
Landscaping may
be used to soften a
development and
screen parking
areas while
maintaining sight
lines.
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4. Vehicle Access and Parking
Accommodating vehicles within an urban environment remains
a consistent challenge. While parking structures were once
considered a necessary evil to be designed and built as cheaply and
simply as possible, new design approaches have helped parking
structures to provide amenities beyond automobile storage, and to
blend with the surrounding urban fabric.
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4.1 Parking Structures
Design parking structures to respect adjacent buildings, enhance the streetscape, and protect the pedestrian where the
building meets the street.
Rationale
While parking structure design traditionally takes a secondary position to the development of a larger project or to cost
considerations, recent examples show that when properly designed, parking structures can contribute to the project as a
whole and to an active pedestrian environment. Parking structures should be considered more than a building needed to
provide temporary storage of vehicles, but rather treated as an integral part of the urban design fabric. Well-designed parking
structures integrate into the existing and desired urban design fabric of the district and in particular the street on which the
project is proposed.
4.1.1 Integrate Parking Structures into Surrounding Context
Ensure parking structures are designed to complement surrounding buildings and
enhance the streetscape.
Considerations:
a. Design the facade with deference to the local context and to pick up on cues
from surrounding structures.
b. Use architectural elements and materials to design attractive parking
structures.
c. Natural ventilation of parking structures is encouraged.
d. Internalize ramping within parking structures whenever possible in order to
avoid an angular geometry along the perimeter of the structure.
e. Respect adjacent property by providing transitional elements such as additional
setbacks, green spaces and/ or height reductions on parking structures where
appropriate.

!
Avoid structured parking
facades with little or no
architectural detail that
do not blend seamlessly
into the surrounding
neighborhood. Internalize
ramping to the interior of
the structure whenever
possible to avoid an
angular geometry along
the facade, as in the
photo at the far left.
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Residential Garages

ent garages: These are located
h the building footprint and typically
the entire block. Below-grade
g levels are used to raise the street and
from Front Street (approximately
tion +20’) to the levee level
ximately at elevation
+36’).
Right: Unique architectural
elements and screening
devices can help to create
visual interest in stand alone
parking garages.

ed above grade garages: All above
esidential garages are required to be
d with retail, loft or residential uses
gure 5a.1]. Exposed residential garage
are not permitted [See Figure 5a-2].

grade multi-story structured
s: Commercial office building garages
be screened with either landscaping
de treatment that hides the cars and
ad lights from view from the street
gure 5a-3]. Unscreened commercial
facades are not permitted [See figure

Fig. 5a-1: Wrapped above grade garage-San

Commercial Office Garages

Left: The structured parking
in the buildings at left is
seamlessly integrated within
Francisco,
CA the
the building between
ground floor and upper floor
residential uses. The facades
of the parking structures
are afforded the same
architectural treatments as
the surrounding buildings,
and the ventilation openings
emulate the fenestration
patterns of adjacent
buildings in order to blend
the structures into the
neighborhood.

The structures above and at left provide a distinct

Fig. base,
5a-3:
Multi-story
structured
Jose, CA
middle,
and top to the
building, andgarage-San
create

Fig
fa

Fig

N

architectural interest through various facade
treatments (changes in color and projections in the
building at left, and a screening element and a glass
projection in the building above). Both structures
provide a sense of architectural permanence.
U R B A N D E S I G N : P R I VAT E R E A
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4.1.2 Pedestrian Friendly Parking Structures
Create a pedestrian friendly interface where the parking structure and sidewalk
meet.
Considerations:
a. Line the ground floor of parking structures with active ground floor uses
wherever possible. Where this is not feasible, provide enhanced landscape
treatments along the ground floor to help “soften” the structure.
b. If blank walls cannot be avoided, then they should be detailed, painted, or
landscaped in a manner that renders the walls attractive to pedestrians.
c. Where parking structures and pedestrian areas adjoin, the exterior edge of
the parking structure should exhibit a high level of architectural or landscaping
treatment. This may include decorative grill work, overhead trellises, large tree
canopies, planter/seat walls, pedestrian scale lighting and the application of
materials and textures to establish a comfortable and well proportioned human
scale.
d. Pedestrian entrances should be separated from the vehicular entrances.

Line the ground floor of
parking structures with
active ground floor uses
wherever possible
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Where parking structures meet the pedestrian
realm, the building should provide a high level
of architectural detail and/or landscaping,
such as the decorative grillwork and
landscape screening/seating walls above.
Views of parked cars
should be screened
from public streets.

Pedestrian entrances
to parking structures
should be separate from
vehicular entrances.
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4.1.3 Context Sensitive Parking Garages
Minimize the visual impact of parking structures on neighboring buildings.
Considerations:
a. Strive to eliminate glare and visibility of pole mounted light fixtures on upper
decks of parking structures. Utilize lighting that is downcast and fully cut off in
order to prevent light trespass.
b. Lighting should be planned at the minimum level required for security of areas
used only during peak hours (upper decks or remote surface parking areas).

Exterior light fixtures (on the upper
decks of parking structures and on
the building itself) should provide
sufficient lighting for security, but
should be cut off and downcast in
order to prevent light trespass.
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4.2 Parking Entries
Design parking entrances to reinforce the residential and pedestrian-friendly character of city blocks.
Rationale
The character of the form of a block is compromised when auto-oriented components of buildings, such as driveways, ramps
and parking lots, interrupt and undermine the walkability of the street and character of the city block. Proper siting and
design of parking entrances can ensure a safe, attractive, and connected pedestrian environment.
4.2.1 Minimize Impact of Parking Entries
Locate and design parking entries to minimize the visual and physical disruption
of the streetwall and the pedestrian environment, while alerting pedestrians to the
presence of vehicles.
Considerations:
a. Consider using a material change in the pavement where an access drive
conflicts with a sidewalk or pedestrian walkway.
b. Emphasize and enhance other elements of the facade to reduce the visual
prominence of the garage entry.
c. Recessing the portion of the facade where the entry is located may help
conceal the entry.
d. Reduce the relative importance of the garage entrance by enhancing the
pedestrian entrance.
e. Locate surface parking behind buildings wherever possible.
f. Surface parking lots that are visible from the street should be screened by sight
obscuring landscaping no taller than 3 feet.

By surrounding it with
pedestrian-oriented, active
ground floor uses, the visual
presence of the parking
entrance bay is minimized.

68 City of West Sacramento

Bridge District Architectural Guidelines

Burying or partially burying structured
parking can help to minimize negative
impacts on the pedestrian realm.

Decorative elements on the parking
garage entry, such as this ironwork,
can help to minimize the negative
enhance the pedestrian environment.
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4.2.2 Minimize the Impact of Parking Entries
Locate structured parking entries so as to minimize physical and visual disruption
of the streetwall and the pedestrian environment.
Considerations:
a. Where practical share the entry to separate parking facilities.
b. Parking entrances of new buildings should not be located adjacent to parking
entrances of existing buildings.
c. Avoid locating parking entries on the primary facade of the building. Instead site
the entry on the side of the building.

Locating the parking garage entry
on the side of the building helps
to minimize its impact on the main
facade.
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4.3 Service and Private Drive Aisles
Design service and private drive aisles to respect neighbors.
Rationale
Based on the Bridge District street hierarchy, Internal Universal Streets have replaced traditional urban alleys. In those
instances when service and private drive aisles are designed, they should not become an underutilized part of the
neighborhood. Service and private drive aisles have the potential to be intimately scaled areas that can contribute to the
character of a neighborhood.
4.3.1 Building Frontages along Service and Private Drive Aisles
Design building walls that face service and private drive aisles to be attractive to
those who see them.
Considerations:
a. Use durable wall materials that are easily maintained.
b. To enhance the appearance of the service and private drive aisles, entry doors,
garage doors and windows should be attractive and durable.

Building frontages facing private drive
aisles and shared parking/access/
service courts should consider
providing architectural treatments
consistent with the primary building
facade. This includes using the same
palette of materials and providing high
quality and attractive windows and
doors.
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4.3.2 Appearance of Service and Private Drive Aisles
Design a drive aisle beyond its functional purpose by enhancing its aesthetic
appeal.
Considerations:
a. Use durable paving materials.
b. Lighting from the private drive aisles should be designed so as to not affect
adjacent properties.

Special paving/scoring can visually
enhance the appearance of private
drive aisles and shared parking/
access courts
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5. Sustainable Design
Sustainable building is one of the city’s policy priorities and is
addressed in multiple documents including the draft Green Building
Ordinance, and the various volumes of the Bridge District Specific
Plan. While there are many aspects of building that contribute to
sustainability, it is beyond the scope of this document to address all
of those elements. This section contains some basic sustainable
design principles that should be considered when designing
buildings within the Bridge District. It is not intended to be a
comprehensive resource, or to replace the requirements put forth in
other city or state documents.
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5.1 Sustainable Design
Design buildings to reduce impacts on the environment and promote the long-term sustainability of the district, region and
planet.
Rationale
Sustainable building design has the potential to dramatically reduce the impact that development has on the environment.
Many sustainable building techniques, some of which are presented here, have recently received heightened attention
and as such have become easier and less expensive to implement. By researching and implementing these and other
sustainable design strategies, as well as working with other project staff to develop integrated sustainability plans for new
projects, designers can help ensure the long-term health of the environment.

5.1.1 Sustainable Building Design
Design buildings to reduce energy consumption by incorporating new technology
and responding to West Sacramento’s climate.
Considerations:
a. Take advantage of opportunities to regulate building temperature through
passive systems that use natural ventilation, shade devices for windows and
building surfaces, passive heating strategies, and appropriate placement of
deciduous trees to provide summer shade and winter light on south and west
building faces.
b. Consider providing controllable natural light to interior spaces by increasing
fenestration, reducing floorplate dimensions, orienting buildings along the eastwest axis, or integrating light shelves, skylights and atria.
c. Plan flexible lighting and power systems to accommodate future energy-saving
or energy-generating devices.
d. Where practicable, minimize the amount of conditioned space by expanding
the usable outdoor areas of the building. Transitional spaces such as open
air, covered outdoor circulation areas and balconies should be used to reduce
overall building heat gain or loss.
e. Maximize thermal efficiency through the proper proportion of high performance
glazing and well insulated wall systems.
f. Take advantage of opportunities to incorporate on-site renewable energy
sources, such as roof or Building Integrated Photo Voltaic Panels (BIPV’s).
g. Design systems to serve more than one function in the building (example: PV
panels on the roof can also provide shade for plants and people).
Window shading devices can
reduce cooling demand in hot
summer months..
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Providing controllable natural light
for interior spaces can significantly
reduce a building’s energy demands:
Left: Horizontal blinds that control
daylight in “fractional” zones permit
the upper portion to remain open to
reflect natural light while the lower
level is closed to reduce heat and
glare for occupants.

Appendix 4 Sustainable Building Elements

CONTROLLED

Below Left: Using skylights to provide
natural light can be an effective
way to reduce a building’s energy
demands. However, the daylight
ILLUMINATION
should be indirect and diffuse, and
direct lighting should be avoided.

ENERGY

SKY LIGHTS

Diffuse Light
PREFERRED

Diffuse Light
PREFERRED

Many configurations are possible to
allow daylight with skylights. Under
no circumstances should the sun
be allowed to shine directly through
the glazing onto interior surfaces.
Daylight should be indirect and
diffuse.
The best orientation for light scoops
and roof monitors is north to avoid
direct sun beam.

Diffuse Light
PREFERRED

Direct Light & Heat Gain
NOT PREFERRED

NIGHT SKY SHIELDING
Exterior light fixtures are required to
be shaded in the Infill Standards.
Sidewalks and public spaces should
be lit well enough to recognize
another individual’s face. This is a
security issue and contributes to the
livability of the neighborhood.

The buildings above employ outdoor
circulation (stairways and corridors)
and balconies, which reduces
the amount of conditioned space
required within the building.
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5.1.2 Passive Heating and Cooling of Buildings
Where practicable, take advantage of opportunities to use climatic variation for
passive heating and cooling of buildings.
Considerations:
a. Consider providing operable windows on upper stories of residential buildings to
allow occupants increased control over building temperature.
b. Orient buildings and provide controllable shade systems to allow solar heat gain
during winter months.
Operable windows can
be an important strategy
for providing natural
building ventilation and
allowing occupants
increased control over
building temperature
(note the open awning
windows on the
buildings at left)
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5.1.3 Onsite Water Management
Manage water to reduce dependence on municipal systems.
Considerations:
a. Allow rainwater to infiltrate on-site by using permeable paving systems and
vegetated infiltration basins.
b. Store and reuse stormwater for irrigation.
c. Reduce landscape water use by planting native or adapted plant materials.
d. Install vegetated roofs to absorb and transpire stormwater, while insulating the
building.

Permeable paving allows rainwater
to seep naturally into the ground,
and can significantly reduce a
development’s stormwater impacts

Collecting stormwater for
landscape irrigation can put
excess water to good use while
creating a lush, attractive
environment. The photo at far left
shows runoff from the building’s
roof being diverted to a planted
area, while the photo at near
left shows a vegetated bio-swale
designed to catch stormwater
runoff from sidewalks and paved
areas.
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5.1.4 Low Impact Materials and Construction Techniques
Design buildings and specify materials to reduce natural resource inputs.
Considerations:
a. Use recycled, salvaged, or reclaimed materials including flyash in concrete,
timber or brick from demolished buildings, or by finding alternative uses for
salvaged materials.
b. Use advanced framing techniques, engineered lumber, or Forest Stewardship
Council Certified lumber to reduce total lumber input, or to increase the relative
percentage of sustainably harvested timber.
c. Select regionally harvested or manufactured materials to reduce the CO2
impacts of transporting goods and materials across large distances.
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5.1.5 Reduce Heat Island Effect
Design buildings and hardscape to reduce the heat island effect.
Considerations:
a. Consider installing vegetated roofs where practicable, or use roofing materials
with a high solar reflectance index (SRI).
b. Shade hardscape with trees, vegetated trellises, or structures covered with
solar panels or materials with high solar reflectance.
c. Specify high-albedo materials such as concrete for pathways and parking
areas, or use coatings and integral colorants for asphalt to achieve light colored
surfaces instead of blacktop.
d. Consider replacing constructed surfaces such as roads and sidewalks with
partially vegetated systems such as open grid paving.

Vegetated roofs can help
to manage stormwater
and reduce heat island
effect.
Vegetated paving
systems can be used
to replace concrete or
asphalt
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