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SEASONAL ADJUST FOR YOUR
SPRINKLER TIMER
Do you find it hard to adjust the
schedule on your sprinkler timer?
Here is some good news: many sprinkler timers
have a handy feature called “Seasonal Adjust”. This
feature lets you change the runtime on every station at once
through percent modification. Simply turn the dial to “Seasonal
Adjust” and then increase or decrease as needed. After making the
change, turn the dial back to “Run”. For example, seasonal adjust
would be set to 100% during the summer, and then decreased to
50% in cooler months and 10% in winter. It is also recommended
that you turn off your controller during wet months. Here is even
better news: The City is offering a rebate for up to $150 toward
the purchase of a Smart Controller that will do this work for you!

Visit cityofwestsacramento.org/water to learn more.

HOLIDAY WASTE
COLLECTION SCHEDULE
In observance of the holidays, waste collection will not occur on
November 22nd, December 25th or January 1st. When a holiday
falls on a regular collection day, collection will be one day later for the
remainder of the week.

WATER CONSERVATION VIDEO LIBRARY

The Regional Water Authority, a local agency that partners
with the City in water conservation efforts, hosts a video
library full of helpful tips like: switching to efficient sprinkler
nozzles, caring for trees in dry months, fixing toilet leaks and
how to use your sprinkler timer. Take a look at how you can
make a change at bewatersmart.info/videos.

LEAF SEASON

It’s leaf season!

The City of West Sacramento's Public Works
department is stepping up its sweeping runs to keep gutters and storm
drains clear during leaf drop season to prevent street flooding.
Residents can do their part to help with this effort:
•

Place leaves in your organics cart. During leaf drop season
(November 1st to January 31st) extra leaves may be placed next
to your full organics cart in 30-gallon cans or bags weighing no
more than 50 pounds each.

•

Request an extra yard waste cart if needed (up to four at no
additional cost).

•

Don’t place piles of leaves in front of your house on the street…
they won’t be picked up.

RECYCLING RIGHT
Recycling correctly has never been
more important. This year, the Chinese

government has set stricter standards for
acceptable levels of contamination (trash and
non-recyclable items) in bales of paper, plastic and
metal purchased from U.S. recycling facilities. Bales
of recyclables that would have been purchased and sorted in China are
now rejected at the port and shipped backed to the United States. To
better prepare our recyclables for these stricter standards, our local
recycling facility has slowed down sorting lines to allow workers
additional time to remove contaminants; and recyclables are often
run through the sorting line twice before being baled. Unfortunately,
even with these additional measures, it is now necessary to stop
accepting milk cartons in the recycling cart, as well as other gable top
cartons, and shelf stable cartons. You can reduce contamination in
your recycling cart by making sure all the items put in your recycling
cart are empty, accepted in the West Sacramento recycling program,
and placed loose in the cart (not in a plastic bag).
Need a refresher on recycling right?
Visit WestSacRecycles.org or call the
Environmental Services Division at (916) 617-4590.

FALL & FERTILIZER
Fall is the time for seeding and fertilizing your lawn; and it is important
to prevent stormwater pollution while doing these activities. If excess
fertilizer is applied, for example, it cannot be absorbed by the soil
and washes away with the rain. This pollutes local waterways as it
discharges from the storm drain network.

•

If you must use fertilizers, do not use them immediately before
a rainstorm, and do not apply them in
excess. Always follow the directions
on the bottle for safe application and
disposal.

Follow these pollution prevention tips for a stormwater friendly lawn:

•

Reduce outdoor and household
chemical use as much as possible and
look for earth friendly alternatives at
your local home and garden store or
visit ourwaterourworld.org for more
information and fact sheets.

•

Use cool water, not hot, to RINSE dishes before hand washing
or putting in the dishwasher. Hot water breaks down grease
only temporarily and when it cools, it sticks to the inside of
pipes and sewers.

•

Pour small amounts of grease into a disposable container that
can be tossed in the trash when full. Bulk oil or liquid fats should
not be placed in the garbage.

•

Dispose of bulk oil and liquid fats at the following locations:

•

Shred yard and leaf waste to use as mulch or fertilizer for your
yard and garden. Leaves and grass clippings are a potent source
of nutrients. If you mulch them into smaller bits with your
lawnmower, it has roughly the same effect as adding a round of
store-bought fertilizer.

FATS, OILS AND GREASE (FOG)
Fats, oils, and grease (FOG) are a natural
by-product of cooking and preparing food.
Sources of FOG include food scraps, meat
fats, cooking oil, lard, baked goods, salad
dressings, sauces, dairy products, shortening,
butter and margarine. When fats, oils and
grease enter the sewer system, they build up
and eventually block collection pipes and sewer
lines, resulting in back-ups and overflows in the
home and even on streets.
Proper FOG disposal is easy! Follow these simple rules at home
to protect pipes and sewers:
•

Never pour FOG down the sink, drain or garbage disposal.

•

Scrape or wipe excess food scraps and grease into the trash before
rinsing or washing cookware, dishware or utensils. Always use a
strainer in the sink to catch food scraps and empty into the trash.

City of West Sacramento Public Works Corporation Yard
1951 S River Road, West Sacramento
Monday to Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm.
Yolo County Central Landfill Household Hazardous Waste
(HHW) Facility
44090 County Road 28 H, Woodland
Every Friday and Saturday 7:30am to 3:30pm.

CURBY’S CORNER
Q: Can I put food waste in my yard waste cart?
A: Yes! West Sacramento now offers food waste and food-soiled paper waste collection service in what was

previously the yard waste cart. Please place food waste and food-soiled paper, along with your landscape
waste, into the organics (brown lid) cart. Food waste and yard waste collected in the organics cart are
processed into valuable soil amending compost and biofuels. Food waste thrown away as trash is landfilled
indefinitely and produces greenhouse gases.

To help you get started with food waste recycling in your home, Waste Management offers a free kitchen food
waste collection pail. Call (866) 844-1508 to request your free pail. Please remember, plastic is not accepted in
the organics cart.
If you would like to line your kitchen pail, you may use a paper- or vegetable-based compostable bag. For questions or more information
about your new organics service, visit WestSacRecycles.org or call the Environmental Services Division at (916) 617-4590.

www.westsacrecycles.org
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