How do Mobile Carwashes
Cause Storm Water

To report illegal dumping or illicit connection to

Pollution?

the City’s storm water system, please call non-

Unlike the wastewater that flows through the

(916) 617-4850

sanitary sewer system to the Sacramento
Regional County Sanitation District treatment
facility, water that flows through the storm drain
system is not treated. It is released directly to
local waterways. As a result of these factors,
urban runoff (also called nonpoint source
pollution) remains the nation’s largest source of
water quality problems, according to the U.S.
E.P.A.
Wastewater (including wash water) from any
type of vehicle and equipment cleaning can
contain significant amounts of substances such
as oil and grease, petroleum products,
suspended solids such as dirt and grit, heavy
metals, detergents, and other pollutants .
Pollutants draining from mobile cleaning

activities are washed into the street and into the
storm drain system which then flows to our
creeks and waterways without any cleaning or
filtering. Federal, state and local regulations
prohibit discharge of anything but rain water in
the storm drain. Implementing the proper Best
Management Practices (BMPs) is easy and will

protect our water ways.

Mobile Carwash

emergency dispatch at

For more information regarding the state's
policies on Storm Water Pollution please

visit their website at
www.calepa.ca.gov and visit the Storm

Storm Water
Pollution Prevention

Water page.

in the

For specific questions you can visit our

City of West

website at
www.cityofwestsacramento.org/stormwater
or contact our Environmental Services
Division at
(916) 617-4590

Sacramento

Plan Ahead


Check to see where the wash water will flow.



If possible, direct the flow of waste water into
vegetation or gravel, or a sanitary sewer drain.



If the water will head toward the storm drain, use
the proper protection devices



Storm Drain Protection options:
Storm Drain Wattles/
Sandbag Berms
(Containment Booms)

Containment pools

Storm drain cover mats

Water Vacuums
and Pumps

Inflatable Pipe Plug

Onsite swales

What About Biodegradable and Nontoxic Cleaning Products?
Biodegradable doesn’t necessarily mean
“environmentally friendly”, as some product
advertisements would like you to believe. The
Federal Trade Commission has issued some
general guidelines on what types of products
qualify as legitimately biodegradable.
Truly biodegradable products can still
harm aquatic life and water quality while they
break down as well as after they break down
(because of byproducts left behind). Fish, for
example, are affected by both regular soap and
biodegradable soap. However, if disposed of in
the sanitary sewer system, wastewater
treatment plants prefer biodegradable products
over toxic cleaners. The fact is, most things
eventually biodegrade; some may take many,
many years. Products are typically called
“biodegradable” if they break down to at least
90% water, carbon dioxide and organic matter
within 6 months.
“Biodegradable” typically means that the
product will not harm bacteria in sewage
treatment plants, will break down faster than
conventional products, and will break down into
elements found in nature. So, the message to
remember is this: “Biodegradable” products are
typically better for the environment than
conventional products, but they still may not be
discharged into the storm drain system.

Best Management Practices
Prior to washing, follow these general practices
and guidelines:
1) Planning
 Determine whether the job can be done
without the use of detergents or chemicals.
 Identify all storm drains in the area.
 Figure out in which direction wash water will
flow.
 Determine how wash water will be prevented
from entering storm drains and what
equipment will be needed.
 Determine how wash water will be collected
and disposed, if necessary, and what
equipment will be needed.
 Obtain all necessary authorizations and
permits.
2) Pre-Cleaning
Pick up trash and debris in the wash area.
Use dry methods first (absorbent, rags,
sweeping, etc.) to clean oil and dirt from the
surface to be washed and the area where wash
water will drain across. This will reduce
pollutants in wash water.

3) Training
Train all employees about storm water and
wastewater discharge requirements and proper
techniques to comply with those requirements.

