
 
 

LAWN-BE-GONE – FAQs 
 
• How does this program work? West Sacramento residents can apply for a voucher of up to $300 to 

cover their lawn with compost and mulch from the City’s vendor, Florin Perkins GreenWaste. In order 
to be eligible for this voucher, residents must first submit an application and then, upon approval, 
cover their lawn with cardboard (or weed fabric). See the “Checklist” document for complete steps.    

• What are the out-of-pocket expenses? City staff will determine your landscape size, and the ideal 
combination of compost and mulch for your landscape. Because mulch is cheaper than compost, and 
because it is more essential for killing grass, the $300 voucher will go toward mulch first. Most 
average and even larger sized homes will be able to cover their lawn with mulch without needing any 
out-of-pocket expenses, and any additional expenses are optional for the homeowner. Each applicant 
will receive a tailored summary of these details.  

• Do I get cash for removing my lawn? No, this program provides a voucher toward compost and 
mulch. It is not a rebate program. 

• What kinds of materials can I get with the voucher? This program offers a voucher for SB1383 
compliant compost and mulch. The voucher does not cover rock, decomposed granite or any other 
landscape material. 

• Can I convert lawn in my backyard? Yes! Backyard grass can be covered with compost and mulch 
through this program.  

• What is sheet mulching? Grass requires sunlight to live. By covering it with cardboard, followed by 
one inch of compost and four inches of mulch, the grass will die. After the lawn is covered, you can 
begin working on a new low-water use landscape.   

• Can I choose what day and time the materials are delivered? Yes. After you receive your voucher, 
the City’s vendor will reach out to you to schedule a date and time. 

• If I participate this year, can I participate next year? The maximum voucher per home is $300 for the 
life of the program. If the resident only uses part of the voucher total, they are allowed to submit 
again later until the $300 is used-up for that property. 

• Does everyone get the full $300 voucher? This program is designed to pay for four inches of mulch 
per square foot, followed by one inch of compost to cover an applicant’s lawn, up to $300 per home. 
In the case of smaller landscapes, only the funds needed to provide ideal coverage will be used.  

• Should I cover my lawn with cardboard or weed fabric? The City highly recommends using 
cardboard. It is significantly cheaper than weed fabric (and sometimes free!). It also breaks down 
over time, mixing with native soil and compost to create a rich environment for soil health. If you are 
planning on installing new shrubs and trees, cardboard is ideal. However, if you just want to get rid of 
the lawn, weed fabric is acceptable.  

• Who does the work? Residents can do the work, or they can hire a contractor.  


