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During the rainy season, preparing our neighborhoods 
for increased stormwater flow is crucial. One simple yet 
impactful way to do this is taking ownership of the storm 
drain near your home. 

Storm drains are vital for preventing flooding. They collect 
and channel rainwater away from roads, homes, and 
businesses. Clogged storm drains lead to water pooling, 
flooding, and property damage.

Here are some simple steps you can take to keep your local 
storm drain clean:

1.	 Regularly remove small trash and debris: Look out for 
litter, leaves, twigs, and other items that accumulate. Use 
a broom, rake, or your hands to remove these materials 
safely.

2.	 Report larger items: If you notice branches, construction 
waste, or appliances, blocking your storm drain, report 
them to the Public Works Department at (916) 617-
4850.

3.	 Educate your neighbors: Share the importance of 
keeping storm drains clean with your neighbors, and 
encourage them to take responsibility for their local 
storm drains as well.

If you have not already, 
now is the time to turn 
your sprinklers down, or 
off, until spring. Did you 
know that outdoor water 
use accounts for more than 
half of annual water bills? 

It does! So let Mother Nature take over during these cold and 
rainy months. It will save water and reduce your bill. 

If you have an antiquated sprinkler timer, consider upgrading 
and apply for the City’s Smart Controller Rebate. These 
weather-based devices take care of the scheduling for you 
and automatically turn themselves off in rainy months. The 
rebate is for $150, and many approved models are available 
for less than that amount. To get started, visit wsac.city/
water.  

As a West Sacramento resident, you 
are eligible for a free indoor recycle bin 
and a free countertop food scrap pail, 
delivered right to your front door!

To request a free food scrap pail, call 
WM at (866) 844-1508.

To request a free indoor blue recycling 
bin (3 gallons), call the City at (916) 
617-4590. While supplies last.

Property managers can also take 
advantage of these services for their 
tenants at no additional cost!
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START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT BY REFRESHING YOUR RECYCLING 
KNOWLEDGE

TRASH
Trash is waste materials that are not accepted in the curbside recycling 
and organics programs. Trash includes film plastic packaging (plastic wrap, 
chip bags, condiment packets); beverage boxes or pouches made of mixed 
materials such as foil, plastic, and paper; diapers and pet waste; tanglers 
such as plastic hose, metal wire and nylon cord; polystyrene foam such as 
packing peanuts and foam take out containers; and small plastics such as 
plastic straws, cup lids and utensils.  

By taking a little extra time to use your curbside carts correctly, you can 
reduce a host of problems caused by cart contamination, and maximize the 
materials that are able to be salvaged and diverted from landfill. For specific 
items not listed, visit wsac.city/azrecycling. Still have questions about how 
to dispose of something properly? Call the City at (916) 617-4590.

RECYCLABLES 
Recyclables include clean and dry materials such as: paper, cardboard, glass 
and plastic bottles, rigid plastic containers (that once contained substances 
like soap and/or detergent), aluminum and tin cans, and other small scrap 
metal (under 20 pounds) that will not tangle in the sorting belts at the 
recycling facility.  

Recyclables should be put in your cart loose. Plastic bags and other film 
plastics are not accepted in the City’s curbside recycling program. Bagged 
recyclables placed in your recycling cart are considered a cart contaminant.  

ORGANICS
Organic waste includes solid food waste like peels, shells, bones, coffee 
grounds and spoiled and unwanted food; food-soiled paper (such as paper 
napkins, coffee filters and pizza boxes); and yard waste like grass, shrub, and 
tree trimmings.  

Liquids and pet waste are not accepted in your organics cart. Remove all 
food packaging before putting food in your cart. No plastic-coated paper 
products, please. Items like paper coffee cups and milk cartons are generally 
not accepted due to plastic coatings. Plastic is not allowed in your organics 
cart except for plant-based compostable plastic with the ASTM D6400 rating. 
You may bag your organic waste in paper or ASTM D6400 rated compostable 
plastic bags.  


