
 

 

 

 

Accessibility Construction 

Hardship Form 
 

 

The provisions of Section 11B-202.4 Exception 8 apply to existing buildings or facilities used as public 
buildings, public accommodations, commercial buildings or public housing. When these buildings or 
facilities undergo alterations, structural repairs, or additions, an accessible path of travel must be provided 
to the specific area of construction. 

When the adjusted construction cost1 of alterations, structural repairs, or additions to existing 
buildings and facilities within three years of the original alteration does not exceed a valuation 
threshold of $203,611.00, the cost of compliance with Section 11B-202.4 exception 8 of the 2022 
California Building Code shall be limited to 20% of the adjusted construction cost of alterations, 
structural repairs or additions. 

In choosing which accessible elements to provide, priority should be given to those elements that will 
provide the greatest access in the following order: 

1. An accessible entrance; 

2. An accessible route to the area of alteration, structural repair, or addition (see definition of accessible 
route Section 202 & 11B-206.2.1 for more information on accessible routes and site arrival points); 

3. At least one accessible restroom for each sex serving the area of alteration, structural repair or 
addition; 

4. Accessible telephones, if provided, serving the area of alteration, structural repair, or addition; 

5. Accessible drinking fountains, if provided, serving the area of alteration, structural repair, or addition; 
and 

6. When possible, additional accessible elements such as additional parking, storage, signs and alarms. 

Note: If all the existing elements listed above comply with the accessible features and meet the current 

edition of the CBC, a hardship is not applicable to this property/project. The second page provides an 
example showing a Summary of Accessibility Upgrades. 

1 Adjusted cost of construction does not include the cost of alterations to path of travel elements required 
to be upgraded outside the area of alteration, structural repair or addition. 

 

Required Forms 

✓ Please complete the attached application, prepare a site and floor plan of the existing and proposed 
accessibility improvements along the accessible route to the area of alteration that shall be submitted 
to the Building Division in duplicate, prior to completing your plan review. A copy of the approval or 
denial of the unreasonable hardship request will be returned to the applicant. 

✓ Please note that this request for hardship is subject to approval by the Chief Building Official. 

✓ Additionally, barrier removal is an ongoing obligation for ADA and this application does not exempt 
the applicant of any obligations to remove barriers in a reasonable time frame; and by signing this 
form you understand that this 20% is for this addition/alteration alone. 

 
✓ Provide a complete narrative description of your project including the estimated construction cost. 

Letter must be on a company letterhead and prepared by the contractor. 
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Application for Unreasonable Hardship Exception to 
Accessibility Requirements Under 2022 CBC 11B-202.4 

 Building Division 

Project Address: 

Permit Number: 

Owner on Application: Phone No.: 

Applicant: Phone No.: 

It is requested that this project be granted an exception to the requirements of the 2022 California Building Code (CBC), Chapter 
11B, as specifically noted below. 

 

A. CBC 11B-202.4 exception: Applies to existing buildings where the adjusted construction cost of alterations 

performed at this tenant space over the last three years does not exceed the valuation threshold ($203,611.00 
as of January 2025). An unreasonable hardship exists when the cost of providing each of the access features 
required per CBC 11B-202.4 to the area of alteration exceeds 20% of the project cost without these features. 

 
Upgrades shall be dedicated to access features in the following order until the 20% additional cost limit is 
reached or all applicable access features serving area of alteration comply with 2022 CBC provisions: 

 
Valuation 
threshold: 

$203,611.00 
(as of January 2025) 

  

Item 
(Provide description below 

 
 

) 

  

Does this access feature 
currently comply with 
2022 CBC provisions? 

  

If not, will this access 
feature be upgraded as 
part of this permit? 

 

If so, what is the cost of 
accessibility upgrades? 
(attach documentation) 

1. Approach and path of travel to entrance        $   

2. Entrance          $   

3 Path of travel within building to area of alteration        $   

4. Elevator (if applicable)          $   

5. Sanitary facilities          $   

6. Public telephones (if provided)        $   

7. Drinking fountains (if provided)        $   

8. Additional parking, alarms, other (specify)        $   

     Total cost of upgraded access feature(s) = A $   

  Adjusted construction cost1 of alterations performed over the last three years in this tenant space = B2
 $   

 
 Additional project cost dedicated to access feature upgrades (minimum 20%): (A  B) x 100 %   

 
Description of access features to be upgraded/provided: 

 

Alterations performed over the last three years in this tenant space*: 

Permit number  Date Valuation Was additional 20% spent to upgrade access features? 

     

 
1 “Adjusted construction cost” includes all costs directly related to the construction of the project, including labor, material, equipment, 
services, utilities, contractor financing, contractor overhead and profit, and construction management costs. 
2 Include adjusted construction cost of other work performed over the last three years in total valuation B above unless 20% additional cost 
previously dedicated to upgrades of access features (provide documentation including any previously approved unreasonable hardship forms). 

 



 

Application for Unreasonable Hardship Exception to Accessibility Requirements under 2022 
CBC 11B-202.4 

 
THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS PROVIDED INFORMATION LISTED ABOVE 

 

 

Architect/Designer Owner/Tenant 

Address Address 

City State Zip Code City State Zip Code 

Signature (required) Date Signature (required) Date 

 

FOR JURISDICTION USE ONLY 
 

Date Received Received By 

 

Findings and decisions of the enforcing official: 
 

 

Unreasonable hardship exception request is granted per CBC 11B-202.4. Access features listed in this application shall be provided as part 
of this permit and included on building plans. 

 
Specific exception(s) request is approved based on Section(s)   of 2022 CBC. All other access 
features shall be provided as specified in Title 24. 

Chief Building Official  

City of West Sacramento 

 

 

 

Signature Date 

 
 


