
NOTES FROM 6/26/25 COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #1 

 

The City of West Sacramento hosted a workshop on Thursday, June 26, 2025, titled 
Workshop #1- Flood Protection and Emergency Management. During the meeting, staff 
received questions and comments from attendees. These items were noted on a paper 
flip chart at the front of the meeting room by staff. These questions/comments were 
combined, if duplicated, and categorized by subject/topic. If you believe a question or 
comment you made during the meeting was not included in this document, please 
contact the Community Development Department at (916) 617-4645, or email Andrea 
Ouse, Director of Community Development, at andreao@cityofwestsacramento.org.  

Staff will continue to respond to questions/comments received by updating this 
document frequently.  

This document was last updated 7/3/2025.   

 

Topic Areas: Evacuation, Emergency Logistics, Communications, 
Levees/Maintenance, Disasters/Risks, Traffic/Parking, Technology, 
Miscellaneous 

 

EVACUATION 

- Where are evacuation points and route? 
o For floods? Fires? Other emergencies? 
o Are they at the Port? On top of levees?  

- Better mapping is needed, location of shelters, perhaps use quadrants within the 
city for evacuation routes/strategy, shelters, or emergency gathering places.  

o “Crunch the numbers” on evacuation.  
- Divide city into pods/zones for escape so that people can follow someone out.  
- Australian Safe Zones: can we look at implementing something similar in West 

Sacramento? Signage for Safe Places. 
- Can we have closure structures at railroad crossings? (ex: Jefferson/Harbor Blvds 

now go under the railroad tracks, previously crossings were at grade). 
- Thoroughfares – is this enough for current population? Future population? 

• 16 pts of egress 
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- Transportation plan should identify another escape route. 
- Plans for animals in escape situation? 

• Personal escape plan 
- Bridges out of Southport: the old master plan had better routes (more lanes). 
- South routes head into floodplains. 
- Do we feel safe behind the levees? Should we allow more construction?  

 

EMERGENCY LOGISTICS 

- Which other agencies/entities does the City coordinate with?  
- Emergency Operations: Levee coordination beyond just law enforcement for 

evacuation. 
- How are older folks and those with mobility challenges going to be taken care of in 

evacuations?  
- Can we consider additional tools to “get the word out”?  

o Sirens 
o Ombudsman/ committee of “regular people”  

 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

- Communication → No notice of levee improvements.  
o Will communication occur during an emergency (no siren/alarms nor land 

lines)? 
- Internet/Comms can go down: what else is there? 
- How do we educate future residents?  
- What tools/apps are available to help residents be more informed? 
- Staff and elected officials need to speak the truth. 
- When disaster hits, panic hits. 
- Where do we announce sandbag locations? (post-workshop question) 

 

LEVEES/MAINTENANCE 

- Property Tax/ Measure O → is this money going into levees? 
- How do we fix 2x large areas with levee problems?  

• Is there a list with dates of improvements?  
- Drainage Ditch/ seepage at condos is an issue. 



o This may actually be runoff from the top of the levees running to the “low 
point.” 

- What are the exceptions in SB5? 
- Port: will the city flood because the embankment is too low?  
 

DISASTERS/RISKS 

- Earthquakes can cause damage to roads/levees.  
- Different disaster concerns in different parts of the city. 

o South is challenged by flood risk  
o North could have an industrial accident 

- Are incoming ships checked for chemicals/explosives/hazardous materials? 
o Who is responsible for inspections? 

- Fires are a concern. Developers don’t maintain fields like they should, leading to tall 
grass.  

- Goats: Not keeping levee clean/ the goat contract was restructured. 
- Climate change – has this been accounted for?  

• Snowpack reductions, atmospheric rivers increases 
• 200-year floods 

- Railroad fires are creating dangers. 
- Are there backup generators at pump stations? 
- If West Sacramento is flooding, Sacramento likely is also.  

 
TRAFFIC/PARKING 

- Apartments lead to more cars. 
- How do we deal with additional cars? 
- A’s + Residents → How long to evacuate all these people? 

• Roadway Capacity (outbound only) 
o 3 hrs. to evacuate Fire Department report finished yesterday  

- 40,000 vehicles trying to evacuate. 
 

TECHNOLOGY 

- City of West Sacramento website is hard to navigate → Can the City create a 
new/re-designed one?  

- Workshop Link is broken → This needs to be fixed. 



- Get website correct/ test things out. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS  

- City Council and City Manager Representation – why are they not attending? 
- Next step: Post workshop questions on website & email list to let people know they 

are available.  

 


